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Challenges for EU industry and economy

Industry feedback

Competitiveness and resilience Fragmented/complex offer of EU funding

Global race for critical technologies Lack of advisory and support services,

Investment needs for twin transitions mentorship programmes

Constraints on EU budget Need for user-friendly portal

Need for a European response Regulatory and structural issues

Takeaways of Letta's and Gaps in funding across the innovation cycle

Draghi's reports Need for skills in specific critical
technologies
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EU PROGRAMMES!Y \ EU PROGRAMMES

Funding and STEP Seal ‘ Funding allocated by Meml?er St.jates
from the EU budget and financial

awarded by the Commission e
institutions (e.g., EIB)

Award of
EU4 European Regional Cohesion

i (2)
Horizon Europe Health STEP Seal Development Fund Fund

European Defence European Social

Innovation Fund Just Transition Fund

Fund PROJECTS' FAST TRACK TO Fund +

OTHER FUNDING

Digital Europe Recovery & Resilience
Programme Facility®)

InvestEU®)

(1) Direct management: EU funding is managed directly by the Commission; shared management: the European Commission and national
authorities jointly manage the funding; indirect management: funding is managed by partner organisations or other authorities inside or
outside the EU
(2) European Innovation Council

4 (3) Performance based programme managed by the European Commission and implemented by the Member States
4)Implemented through the EIB group & other implementing partners — not awarding the Seal
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STEP Scope

Objectives, conditions, and scope




Scope

OBJECTIVES

Supporting the development
or manufacturing of
critical technologies or
safeguarding and strengthening
their respective value chains

CONDITIONS

Bring an innovative,
cutting-edge element with
significant economic potential
to the Single Market

Addressing shortages
of labour and skills

OR

Contribute to
reduce or prevent
strategic dependencies
of the Union

*STEP Guidance notes published on 13 May 2024 and 23 December 2025

NZIA: Net-Zero industry Act
Critical Raw Materials Act

SECTORS

Digital and deep
tech innovation

NZIA

Clean and resource
efficient tech

&

Bio tech

Defence

(indicative & non-exhaustive)

EXAMPLES

Artificial intelligence,
guantum technologies,
advanced connectivity

Carbon capture and
storage technologies,
heat pumps

Molecular biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals,
crop biotechnology

All defence technologies,
including dual-use


https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/about/step-documents_en

\ 4

Development or manufacturing of electric
propulsion systems / battery technologies Broad production of the electric vehicle, or other

peripheral activities such as paint shops x

Practical examples — Electric vehicles

Why on scope?

v" Develops/manufactures a technology
?
V v Sector compliant: clean and resource efficient Why not on scope: _ o
tech x No development/manufacturing activities

x Electric Vehicles alone are not within a STEP

What else do we need to demonstrate? technology area/sector
Compliance with 1 of the STEP conditions!




The STEP Seal

The role of the STEP Seal




The STEP Seal

PROGRAMMES
CONCERNED

Digital Europe
Programme

European Defence
Fund

EU4Health

Horizon Europe

Innovation Fund

CONDITIONS
FOR ATTRIBUTION

PUBLICATION ON STEP

Project complying PORTAL
with the minimum
quality
requirements e
"
Award of
Contributing to STEP Seal

STEP objectives

&

BENEFITS PER PROGRAMME
Cohesion policy funds (ERDF, ESF+, JTF)

Possibility for MA to fast-track project and
grant combined support

Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)

Project to be considered as a priority for
funding under national RRPs

InvestEU

To be considered by EC in its ‘policy check’, and
project to be examined by implementing partners

Other Union funds or programmes

Project could be granted (combined) support

Commission I



STEP Seal — overview in the Greece

STEP Seals awarded in Greece

n Innovation Fund

30 Digital Europe Programme

European Defence Fund

. ] .

. _

Unfunde

Region name Funded d Total

Attiki 40 41 31
Anatoliki Makedonia,
Thraki 2 1 3
Dytiki Ellada 3 3 6
Dytiki Makedonia 2 0 2
Ellada 1 3 4
Kentriki Makedonia 3 8 11
Kriti 0 4 4
Sterea Ellada 2 1 3
Thessalia 3 5 8
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Mobilising funds
towards STEP




Belgium — EUR 118m

3 regional ERDF programmes

Bulgaria— EUR 162m
2 national ERDF programmes

Denmark — EUR 65m
1 national JTF programme

Czechia— EUR 165m
1 national ERDF programme

Germany — EUR 1.9bn
12 regional ERDF, 1 regional JTF and
1 regional ESF+ programmes

Ireland — EUR 14m
2 regional ERDF programme

\.,xf.. 1 Natlonal JTF and ERDF and ESF+, 8
s, 4" Regional ERDF programme

9 Spain — EUR 2.1bn
-“13 regional and 1 national ERDF, 8 regional
ESF+ and 1 national JTF programmes

France — EUR 240m
7 regional multifund programmes

Croatia — EUR 198m
2 national ERDF programmes

Funding under Cohesion Policy (31.03.26)

. Adopted progfammes

Italy — EUR 4.5bn

. 16 regional and 1 national ERDF, and 2
» national and 6 regional ESF+ programmes

Latvia — EUR 58m
1 national ERDF programme

‘ Lithuania — EUR 59m
1 national ERDF programme
Hungary — EUR 545m
1 national ERDF and 1 national

ERDF/ESF+ programme
t, & Netherlands — EUR 60m
2 regional ERDF and 1 national JTF
4 programme

Poland — EUR 981m
3 regional and 1 national ERDF
programmes

?’ Portugal — EUR 1.2bn
‘g B 4 regional and 1 national ERDF

programmes

Romania - EUR 1.5bn
8 regional and 2 national ERDF, 1 national
ESF+, 1 national JTF programmes

Slovenia — EUR 158m
1 national ERDF programme

Slovakia— EUR 315m

1 national ERDF programme

Ww
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STEP in the EU - overview o
Cohesion Policy’s support to STEP stands at 15 bn EUR

2
2021-2027 - STEP allocations (total amount) - by policy objective (PO) =
0% 20% 0% 60 807 U —
L. . . IT 2,844,632,672 634,799,804 Europe
Assegnazioni STEP - fondi coesione - T —
14 DE 1,044,399,879.04 683,037,549.95 472,853,801.02 . PO2 Greener
11.7 ES 1,443,486,677.02 386,789,287.02 Europe
12 : RO 811,124,001.01 313,327,053.01 )
PL 967,100,000 PU,S J,TF specifc
10 SK 425,550,414 objective
8 HU 409,143,642
EL 211,750,000 90,430,640
6 CZ 218,553,813.01
HR 197,664,300
4 FR 113,062,857.98
2,3 BG 131,672,009 30,000,000
2 1,1 Sl 158,872,500
0 . - NL 41,469,085 41,645,973.99 54,568,108

BE 117,708,231.97
ERDF ESF+ JTF LV 66,829,968
DK 64,748,986
LT 58,554,683.97

14 |E 32,330,000.96




STEP in the EU — overview

Main sectors of investment (in mill EUR)

m R&I Skills m Clean tech
m Digital/deep tech m Biotech m Vari

16

Type of enterprise supported

m Large enterprises = Small and medium enterprises

Form of support

Financial
Instruments
in:

BE, BG, DE, ES,
FR, HU, IT

® Grants Financial Instruments

European |
Commission
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Examples of calls & *
selected projects




STEP in the EU — published calls

Calls per sector

Resources published through calls:

MS with published calls:

= Digital Cleantech = Biotech = Defence

Number of calls published per MS

20
18
16
14
12

10

o N~ O ©

BE

DE

DK

EL

ES

Lv

LT

NL

PL

PT

RO

S|

SK
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Examples of calls (ERDF)

(Sardinia region, Italy)

(Emilia
Romagna region, ltaly)

(Algarve region, Portugal)

(Portuguese national programme)

(Polish national programme)

(Irish national programme)
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https://www.regione.sardegna.it/atti-bandi-archivi/atti-amministrativi/bandi/177573880030095
https://www.regione.sardegna.it/atti-bandi-archivi/atti-amministrativi/bandi/177573880030095
https://www.regione.sardegna.it/atti-bandi-archivi/atti-amministrativi/bandi/177573880030095
https://fesr.regione.emilia-romagna.it/opportunita/opportunita-di-finanziamento/2025/investimenti-produttivi-e-progetti-di-ricerca-e-sviluppo-nellambito-della-piattaforma-per-le-tecnologie-strategiche-step
https://fesr.regione.emilia-romagna.it/opportunita/opportunita-di-finanziamento/2025/investimenti-produttivi-e-progetti-di-ricerca-e-sviluppo-nellambito-della-piattaforma-per-le-tecnologie-strategiche-step
https://algarve.portugal2030.pt/2026/02/06/algarve-aposta-no-futuro-novos-apoios-ao-investimento-em-tecnologias-digitais-e-biotecnologia/
https://algarve.portugal2030.pt/2026/02/06/algarve-aposta-no-futuro-novos-apoios-ao-investimento-em-tecnologias-digitais-e-biotecnologia/
https://www.compete2030.gov.pt/avisos/step-inovacao-produtiva-energia_compete2030-2026-2/
https://www.compete2030.gov.pt/avisos/step-inovacao-produtiva-energia_compete2030-2026-2/
https://www.compete2030.gov.pt/avisos/step-inovacao-produtiva-energia_compete2030-2026-2/
https://www.compete2030.gov.pt/avisos/step-inovacao-produtiva-energia_compete2030-2026-2/
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.parp.gov.pl/component/grants/grants/step---biotechnologie---innowacyjne-technologie-krytyczne
https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/supports/innovators-initiative-ii-step
https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/supports/innovators-initiative-ii-step
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Examples of calls (ESF+)

(Sicily region, Italy)
(Bavaria region, Germany)
(Bavaria region, Germany)

(Bavaria region, Germany)
(Valle d’Aosta region, Italy)

(Romanian national programme)

European
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https://www.sicilia-fse.it/documenti-e-dati/documenti/allegato-3-step-avviso32-2026
https://www.sicilia-fse.it/documenti-e-dati/documenti/allegato-3-step-avviso32-2026
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-foerderung/step/s3.php
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-foerderung/step/s3.php
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-foerderung/step/s2.php
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-foerderung/step/s2.php
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-bayern/aktuelles/aktuelles-eintrag/58911/
https://www.esf.bayern.de/esf-bayern/aktuelles/aktuelles-eintrag/58911/
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-sociale-europeo-plus/step
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-sociale-europeo-plus/step
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-sociale-europeo-plus/step
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-sociale-europeo-plus/step
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-sociale-europeo-plus/step
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/
%22https:/mfe.gov.ro/peo-ghidul-solicitantului-step-lll-competente-pentru-viitor-formare-la-locul-de-munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-tehnologiile-critice-adulti/

Stories

Greensand Future - Large-scale OpenEuroLLM — A European PharmSD 3.0 — Advancing
carbon storage Family of Large Language Continuous Pharmaceutical
Greensand Future is a medium-scale carbon Models Manufacturlng
capture and storage (CCS) project aiming fo OpenEuroLLM will develop a family of Large PharmSD 3.0 will develop an integrated,
store 300,000 tonnes of CO: per year in a former Language Model (LLMs) covering all EU official continuous-pharmaceutical spray drying process
oilfield to support the EU's net-zero goals. languages, ensuring transparency, compliance to enhance efficiency, scalability, and cost-

with the Al Act, and uptake among European effectiveness.

businesses, startups, and innovators

Excellent projects that were awarded a STEP Seal

https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/be-inspired_en
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Lessons learnt




Common misunderstandings on the STEP scope

Deployment of existing Actions on fundamental research
technologies instead of the and whose feasibility has not been
development or manufacturing tested
Equipment and infrastructure being Skills related to the sectors
added without indicating this is an and not to the technologies

associated service

23
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Main lessons learnt

Mismatch between Difficult scope, not easy to

Regulations (f.e. ERDF Timing mismatch understand

exceptions) between programmes,

Seal implementation
period, etc.

State aid issues as big barrier
for STEP Seal uptake (no State S3 important base for STEP

aid facilitation) project development

24
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Portal : Central access point for users

Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform

| Home ftrdl Get funding | For project promoters . For managing authorities | For investors | Be inspired | Stay in touch

Fund your future

Explore current funding opportunities for strategic
technologies

®

EU Industry | Competitiveness | Strategic Technologies

The Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) was set up by the EU OBJECTIVES
to support the European industry and boost investment in critical technologies SLGOME 1ha evlaprumnt sed o Tctseing 0f il techaslodes

in Europe. STEP raises and steers funding across 11 EU programmes to ST RAa T ) WO oty 0 ] e Sl
. Sl : — h f Labour and skill
three target investment areas: OS2 St geyor e At Sk
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Thank you

@ Contact us at EC-STEP-PARTNERS@ec.europa.eu
@ More info on STEP: strategic-technologies.europa.eu

STEP Guidance Note | and Guidance Note Il

&% Defence mini-omnibus

2@ STEP Seals Dashboard @: STEP Newsletter .
© *:*,,,:' uropean

Commission



https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/e204ce9e-0407-4f03-82f8-6f518ce12886_en?filename=C_2024_3148_F1_COMMUNICATION_FROM_COMMISSION_EN_V6_P1_3408774.PDF
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en?filename=OJ_C_202506798_EN_TXT.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0188
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0188
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0188
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/investors_en#step_seals_dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/budget/user-subscriptions/3818/create
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