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NOTE
	from:
	Commission services

	to:
	Working Party on Internal and External Fisheries Policy

	Subject:
	Common objectives and targets for the strategic guidelines on sustainable aquaculture that the Commission plans to adopt in February 2013 
– First ideas and possible topics to address


Delegations will please find enclosed a discussion paper on the above-mentioned subject prepared by the Commission services as a follow-up to the Council general approach of 12 June 2012 on the Basic Regulation. 
The Council general approach of 12 June endorsed the proposal of the Commission to prepare non-binding Union strategic guidelines on common priorities and targets for the development of sustainable aquaculture activities that shall be established by the Commission in 2013. These Guidelines have the wider objective to support the Member States in developing multiannual plans for aquaculture.
 

The European Commission, together with the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment and the Presidency of the Government of Galicia, is organising a high-level conference “European aquaculture: the path for growth” on 23 November in A Coruña (Spain) with the aim to have an exchange of views on the upcoming draft Strategic Guidelines for the promotion of European aquaculture. 
 

The  background paper will be presented at the Working Party for Internal and External Fisheries Policy on 27 November for delegations' exchange of views on the issues to be covered in the Strategic Guidelines.
________________________
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